Eighth Social Studies Course Outline and Expectation
Mr. Yanushefski 2011 – 2012
Periods 3, 4, 5, 7, 8
Objectives

· Understand important events in  American History from the end of the Revolutionary War to prior to World War I
· Understand why the study of history is important
Areas of Study

The scope and sequence of materials is based on district curriculum guidelines.  Topics, approximately by marking period are as follows:

· A New Nation

· Constitution

· Launching the new nation

· The New Republic

· The Jefferson Era

· The Age of Jackson

· Expanding West

· The Nation Expands

· North and south

· Reform movements in America

· A divided nation

· The Nation Breaks Apart
· The Civil War

· Reconstruction

· A growing America

· Beginnings of Modern America
Resources that will be used include the social studies textbook, “United States History Beginnings to 1914”,internet and teacher generated materials.  The textbook is to be left at home, and does not need to be brought into school.
On line book resource

There is a website available through the book publisher that allows for on-line access to our text book.  Please take some time to go through these steps with your children

· Go to http://my.hrw.com/index.jsp and set this page as a bookmark.

· Username: history102 password: student  All lowercase letters!
· This website is a great resource for this class. Please get comfortable exploring the site at your own convenience. If you ever misplace the username or password, email me and I will be happy to send it to you. 

Materials needed DAILY

· Section of a three-ring binder with loose leaf paper.  
· Pencils with eraser 
· Assignment book
· One pocket folder to remain in class
Three ring binder

All materials are to be kept in their three ring binder.  Students will be directed when to remove old materials from their binder.
Website
Class materials will be posted on my website, http://yanushefski.weebly.com.  Homework will be posted on daily on Edline.  Links will include a number of social studies related sites.  Please visit and provide feedback on the content and links.  
Class Expectations and Rules

· Respect, responsibility and self control
· Be prepared every day, with an open mind and willingness to learn

· Do not do anything to affect the learning of yourself or another student.

· Positive attitude and doing your best

· Follow all Peirce rules – no gum chewing in class!

· The bathroom may be used during group or desk work, not during discussions in class.
· Please read and sign the video authorization.
Make Up Policy

· For brief absences, please see another student in your class or use the web site for assignments.  Pick a friend to be your homework buddy and study partner.
· Students with a music lesson, sports, or other activities during class must first check in with Mr. Yanushefski, turn in homework, and find out what they will miss during class.  The student must come to the next class prepared.

· For other absences and illnesses, students are responsible for work assigned before their absence on the day they return.  For assignments given during the illness or absence, please see Mr. Yanushefski to establish a due date for missing work.  If a student misses a test due to an absence, they should be ready for the test on the day they return.

Grading Policy

· Daily homework assignments.  Homework will have a value of five possible points unless otherwise noted.  A student will earn the full five points for homework that is complete and neat.  Points will be taken off for completeness or neatness.  
· Quizzes and tests.  Quizzes will have a value of 20 to 50 points.  Tests will usually have a value of 100 points.  Quizzes may be given any time, without notice

· Class assignments will generally have a value of 20 to 50 points.

· Projects or reports with varying point values.  We will spend time in class on these assignments, but some work may be required at home.
· Daily journal review and “ready to learn” points graded weekly.
· Periodic newspaper/current events article review and summary  worth 25 points
· Late assignments (except homework) will be penalized ½ grade for every day late.
· Assignments not turned in (including daily homework) will receive a grade of 40% of the assignment value.

· I do not give extra credit.
· Students should spend time each night reviewing their notes.
Make Up/Extra Help

Please schedule an appointment with Mr. Yanushefski in Room C107 for extra help.  Every student should be able to succeed in my class, so please ask for help if you need it.
I look forward to this year and have great expectations for the students in my class.  Working together, we can achieve success and have fun at the same time.  Please contact me through email at ayanushefski@wcasd.net if you have any questions or concerns. Email is the most efficient way to contact me.
The most important piece of advice I can give everyone is to listen and pay attention!

Student and Parent Acknowledgement

Eighth Grade Social Studies
I have read and understand the course outline and expectations for Mr. Yanushefski’s eighth grade social studies class.  Please include an email address (neatly printed) for the students parents.
______________________________________
_____________________________

Student Name
(Printed)



Student Signature

_______________________________________
______________________________

Parent Name (Printed)




Parent Signature

Period: ________________

__________________________________________

Parent email address (Printed)




Anything you want me to be aware of about your child?
In order to supplement and enhance the 8th grade American History curriculum I occasionally show clips from several educational movies   Students benefit from seeing what they have been learning about.   In accordance with district policy I need permission from parents to show clips of any movie have a rating over “G.”    I can assure you that I will only show clips that are relevant and appropriate to what we are learning in class and to the 8th grade student.

Examples of movies that I show clips include:  Gettysburg, Bury My Heart At Wounded Knee, and Glory (educational version).

Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

Alex Yanushefski

I give permission _____________________________________ (name of child)

I do not give permission________________________________ (name of child)


Signature of Parent/Guardian_________________________________________

