Chapter 18, Section 1:  pages 586-592
Miners, Ranchers, and Railroads
Main Idea #1:  A mining boom brought growth to the West.
1.   Who was Henry Comstock?
2. What made mining dangerous?

3. Why do you think people from other countries came to America to work the mines?

4. What were the causes of Westward expansion?

5. What were the effects of Westward expansion?

6. What is a boomtown?
7. How did women help support the boomtown economy?

8. Why do you think boomtowns often disappeared after the local mine closed?

9. What risks did miners face?

Main Idea #2:  The demand for cattle created a short-lived Cattle Kingdom on the Great Plains.
1.  What was the open range?
2. Why were longhorns a popular breed in western Texas?

3. What was the Chisholm Trail?

4. What important conditions made the development of Cattle Kingdom possible?

5. Why did the Cattle Kingdom come to an end?

Main Idea # 3:  East and West were connected by the transcontinental railroad.

1.  What was the Pony Express?  How long was it?
2. Why did the federal government support the transcontinental railroad?
3. What were some of the geographic challenges railroad companies faced?

4. What two companies raced to complete the transcontinental railroad?
5. What two immigrant groups were hired to build the railroad?

6. What was the golden spike?

7. What goods were shipped east via the railroad?

8. How many more miles of railroad tracks were there in 1890 than in 1865?

9. How did the railroad affect the development of the West?

Critical Thinking: Complete the chart below to list the effects of the opportunities of the West.
	Opportunity
	Effect

	Mining
	

	Railroads
	


