Chapter 15, Section 2 Pages:  483-487
Trouble in Kansas

Main Idea #1:  Election of 1852 -The debate over the expansion of slavery influenced the election of 1852.

1.  Who did the Democrats choose as their presidential candidate in 1852, and why?
2. What did he promise the southerners?

3. How did the Whigs’ decision to nominate Winfield Scott as their candidate in 1852 backfire?  

4.  What issues determined the outcome of the presidential election of 1852?

Main Idea #2:  The Kansas-Nebraska Act – The Kansas-Nebraska Act allowed voters to allow or prohibit slavery.
1. How did President Pierce feel about slavery?

2. What did Stephen Douglas support?

3. What would have to be done in order to build the railroad?

4. What did the Missouri Compromise ensure for the land that the railroad would go through?

5. How did Southerners feel about Douglas’ plan?  What did they want?

6. Why did several key southern senators agree to his plan?  What were they promised?

7.  What were the three main points of the Kansas-Nebraska Act?

1.

2.

3.

8.  What were some of the immediate results of the act?  How did Northerners react?
9. What did antislavery and pro-slavery groups do after the act was passed?

10. Why were there two legislatures in Kansas?  What were some the laws they passed? 
11. Why problems do you think might result from having two territories legislatures?

12.  Why did northerners dislike the Kansas-Nebraska Act?

Main Idea #3:  Bleeding Kansas – Pro-slavery and antislavery groups clashed violently in what became known as “Bleeding Kansas.”
1. What was the situation in Kansas in early 1856?

2. What happened in April of 1856?

3. When did violence break out in Kansas?

4.  What occurred during the attack on Lawrence?

5. Who was John Brown?  What were his views on the attack on Lawrence?

6. Describe the Pottawatomie Massacre.

7. Why was Kansas known as  “Bleeding Kansas?” after  Brown’s attack?

